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For Immediate Release 

2008 Hopkiw Po* Award W h e n  Announced 

University Park, PADenn State's University Libraries and the PennsyIvania Center for the Book 
am pleased to announce the winner of the 2008 Lee Bennett Hop- Poetry Award. This year's 
winner is Bhhgksnt ,  1963 by Carole Boston Weatherford (Wordsong, an imprint of Boy& Mills 
Press) The award and a $1000 prize will be presented on May 2,2008 at the Pumsyhnia School 
Librarians' Asmistion Codmnce in Herskey, PA. 

O n e a d j ~ d ~ b e d ~ w i r r l a e r a s " w d ~ 1 e ~ k ~ ~ s p a r s e , e l e ~ v e r s e ~ w i l l  
captivate rmd &&ten young m u h  to a ~~ event in our nation's history. ToId fmn 
the viewpoint 61Fbten year1old mmtor, B M -  1%3 is an inba te  look at the events that 
~RCUM the huhhg of the Sixteenth Stmet Baptist Chltrch" Another judge mmmaitd, 'This is 
a story quietly told, deeply felt, and IxwHdly pmmted. The poems carry intense emotion in the 
voice of a mmabr who speaks as m e o n e  who lived through the events and has now become an 
*-this mates a place of safety far childm to come to dmtand what happed without re- 
living the tern." 

E&&lished in 1993, the Lee Bennett I3opIdns Poetry Award is pPesented auuually to an American 
p t  or omthologist for the most oubmdng new book of poetry llbr childten published in the 
previous calendar year. AdditimaUy, gave honor awards to John Gradits for BInce Lip&R 
[Clarion Books, a Ho-n MBb Company imprint), and Joy* Sidman for lW h Jmt dp Sqy 
(Houghton Mlm Campy). 

This prestigious award is nand  for Lee Bennett H o m  the i n t e r d o d l y  mowned edwator, 
poet, anthologist, and psimate advocate of poetry for young people. Selected by a panel of 
tcachcq librarians, and scholar%, the Lee Bennett Hopkins Paetry Award was the first award of its 
k i d  in the United Stabes, The Pennsylvania Center for the I3& the Univmity Libreuiss, Etnd Mr. 
Hoplrins sham joint whnmtmh . . 'on of the annual award. The Pen@vania School Libmiam" 
Associati011 was added as a m-qmnmr in 2006. 

The judges for this year's Lee Benmtt H o p h  Poetry Award are ChairXamle D. Fiore, Pzakkmt, 
Training and Library Comuhg, Tabhame, F k  h W  E m ,  Youth M c e s  Condant, 

Ca.Wll Library System, Middletown, NY; Helen Frost, Po& and one of last yeat's bomr 
mardwbm (Tke BraJcL F m ,  Sbms, and Giroux), Fort Wayne, IN; Re- H. Frost, Retired 
Elamtary School Library M d a  Specialist, Blmmsbwg, PA, and Patrida U Wong, Caunty 
LiWChief&chivist,  Yolo County Library, Woodland, CA. 

For more infomation about the H o p k b  Award, contact Steven Herb at 814.863.2141 or visit the 
web ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ . ~ ~ o k . 1 i b r ~ e s , p s u ; ~ U r 8 ~ t i V i t i e s l h o ~ W ~ 1 d e x  . . .htd. 


