
Central Idea and Supporting Details 
Read the passage below. Using the three steps below, identify the central idea of 
the passage and the supporting details. 

 
 

Outdoor Doghouses 

An outdoor doghouse can provide many benefits for your dog, including protection from the elements and a 

sense of security. A well-insulated doghouse can help keep your dog warm in the winter and cool in the summer, and 

a raised floor can help keep your dog dry in wet weather. Additionally, an outdoor doghouse can give your dog a 

sense of their own space, which can be especially beneficial for dogs that are prone to separation anxiety. 

However, there are also potential issues to be aware of when using an outdoor doghouse, particularly when it 

comes to wildlife. For example, smaller animals such as raccoons or skunks may be attracted to the doghouse as a 

source of food or shelter, which could lead to conflicts with your dog. To prevent these issues, you may need to take 

additional steps to secure your doghouse and protect your dog from wildlife. 

One way to reduce wildlife issues is to place the doghouse in a fenced-in area or to secure the doghouse to a 

solid object. Additionally, you can use a lockable doghouse door to keep out unwanted visitors. You can also reduce 

the chances of attracting wildlife by keeping the area around the doghouse clean and free of food scraps. It is also a 

good idea to consult with your local wildlife agency or veterinarian for specific recommendations for your area. 

 
 
Step 1: Determine the central idea: 

What do people learn from reading Outdoor Doghouses? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 2: Turn the answer to step 1 into a question. 

How do we know [insert the answer to step 1]? 
 
 
 
 
 

Step 3: Identify the supporting details by answering the question composed in step 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Central Idea and Supporting Details Move Over, Rover! 
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